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As they went on, their numbers dwindled rapidly, partly through hostile
action, and partly through defection. The authorities differ as to where
and in what manner Ashraf met his end. The hitherto most generally
accepted account is that he and the two or three followers who were still
with him were killed in Baluchistan or just within the borders of Sistan
by one of the sons of 'Abdullah Khan, a powerful Brahoi chieftain.1
On the other hand, Husain Sultan, of Qandahar, later informed Nadir
that Ashraf had been put to death near Zard Kuh by a force which he had
dispatched to intercept him.2 This claim, besides being accepted by
Mirza Mahdi, is supported by a report which Martin French, the Basra
representative of the East India Company, sent to the London office
of the Company on the 9th/2oth September, 1730^ French stated
that an Afghan named Muhammad Khan, who had formerly been Ashraf's
Master of the Ceremonies, had arrived at Basra a few days previously.
Muhammad Khan said that he had accompanied his master on his flight
towards Qandahar, and that, when two days' march from that city, they
had encountered a body of Husain's troops. These men put Ashraf and
several of his followers to death, but Muhammad Khan succeeded in
escaping to the coast of Baluchistan, whence he had taken ship to Basra via
Muscat. There thus seems but little doubt that it was Husain of Qan-
dahar, and not 'Abdullah Khan, who terminated Ashraf s career.
With Ashraf s final defeat and the destruction of his army, the first
of Nadir's major tasks was successfully accomplished ; another formidable
task now awaited him, namely, the humbling of the Turks.
1 Shaikh Hazin (p. 203), who adds that 'Abdullah Khan sent AshrafJs head to Tahmasp, together
with a valuable diamond which was found upon his person. See also M. Longworth Dames
in E.I., Vol. I, p. 637.
* T.N., p. 78 ; see also Major H. G. Raverty's Notes on Afghanistan and part of Baluchistan,
Geographical, Ethnographical and Historical (London, 1888), p. 609.
8 Vol. XV of Persia and the Persian Gulf Records.

